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[...] Si el mar estd bronco, no lo escuches, mi vida,
y no tengas mds miedos, vida mia.

Coge la caracola, oirds la paz enseguida.

La paz me vendrd, quién sabe, un dia.

Siempre llega la calma alguna vez en la vida.

Vilella Tejedo (1999, p. 28).

Figura 1. Manuel Vilella Tejedo, el marg de 2005.
Figure 1. Manuel Vilella Tejedo, in March 2005.

El passat 29 d’abril de 2011 traspassa Manuel Vilella Tejedo
(1926-2011) (Figura 1), a I'edat de 85 anys.

Valencia de naixement, pero afincat a Barcelona, en Manuel
Vilella (Manolo o Manel pels amics) era molt més que un
afinicionat al col-leccionisme de conquilles. Malacoleg amateur
i autodidacta, durant molts anys, estigué en contacte amb
nombrosos bidlegs i naturalistes, no només realitzant sortides
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al camp amb malacolegs com Carles Altimira i altres
especialistes com l'entomoleg Francesc Espafiol, siné també
mantenint correspondéncia i intercanviant espécimens amb
malacolegs d’arreu. Sempre rigords i critic amb els col-legues
de la seva mateixa generaci6, com Miquel Bech, la seva manca
de formacié académica es veié suplida pel seu interés en la
bibliografia cientifica especialitzada, les seves habilitats per a
realitzar disseccions anatdmiques i la seva passié pels
mol-luscos.

També sempre critic amb l'aspecte més comercial del
col-leccionisme de conquilles, i preocupat per la conservacié de
les espécies i dels seus habitats naturals, el llegat que ens deixa
en Manolo no es limita només a les seves publicacions (vegeu
més avall la Bibliografia de Manuel Viella Tejedo), siné que va
molt més enlla, en tant que figura dinamitzadora i promotora
de la malacologia al nostre pais.

La seva contribucié cientifica és sens dubte molt més
limitada del que podria haver sigut, degut a les obligacions que
durant molts anys li imposa el fet d’haver-se de guanyar la vida
amb una feina que no tenia res a veure amb la seva passi6
malacologica. Aixi, les seves primeres publicacions
cientifiques, essencialment de caire faunistic, veieren la llum
durant la década del 1960 (Vilella, 1963, 1965, 1967, 1968;
Riedel & Vilella, 1968), perd la seva activitat al respecte no es
reprengué fins a la década del 1990, tot continuant durant la
década del 2000, amb publicacions principalment sobre
mol-luscos continentals (Forés & Vilella, 1993; Vilella Tejedo,
1995; Quintana & Vilella, 2001, 2005; Vilella Tejedo, 2001,
2002; Vilella Tejedo ef al, 2003; Alba et al., 2004a), perd
també nudibranquis (Vilella Tejedo, 1994). En total, descrivi
quatre nous taxons per a la ciéncia: Elysia fezi Vilella, 1968;
Palio espagnoli Vilella Tejedo, 1994 (sinonim posterior de
Polycera dubia Sars, 1829, segons Cervera er al, 2004,
Ballesteros Vazquez, 2007); Cadlina boscai Vilella Tejedo,
1994 [sinonim posterior de Cadlina laevis (Linnaeus, 1767),
segons Cervera e¢f al, 2004; Ballesteros Vazquez, 2007];
Dendrodoris kessneri Vilella Tejedo, 1994 (no reconeguda per
Cervera et al., 2004, ni Ballesteros Vizquez, 2007, malgrat que
no proporcionaren una sinonimia formal amb cap altra
especie); 1 Iberellus Forés et Vilella, 1993
[considerada una subespécie, Allognathus (Iberellus) balearicus
tanitianus (Forés et Vilella, 1993), per Beckmann, 2007].

A finals de la década de 1990, en Manolo esdevingué una
peca clau a I'hora d’aglutinar tota una série de malacolegs
amateurs de Catalunya, fet que condui a la creacié de
I'’Associacié Catalana de Malacologia (ACM), de la qual en
fou president fundador. A banda de crear el logo, d’assistir a
les reunions i assemblees, donar conferéncies (Figura 2), anar a
les sortides de camp (Figura 3) i presidir els dinars (Figures 4-
6), des d’'un primer moment, en Manolo tingué clar que un
dels principals objectius d’aquesta associacié havia de ser
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Figura 2. Manuel Vilella, el juny de 1999 durant una conferéncia.
FigureZ. Manuel Vilella, in June 1999 while giving a talk.

1gua 3. Manuel 116]1, el febrer de 2004 urnt ua sortida
malacologica a Cap Ras (Llanga).
Figure 3. Manuel Vilella, in February 2004 during a malacological survey

in Cap Ras (Llanga).

Figura 4. Manuel Vilella, el mar¢ de 2005 durant el dinar de TACM.
Figure 4. Manuel Vilella, in March 2005 during the ACM dinner.

canalitzar la passi6é malacoldogica d’aquests colleccionistes
aficionats per les vies de Ulestudi cientific i el
conservacionisme.Per aixd en Manolo sostingué que TACM
havia de disposar no només d’una publicacié divulgativa
destinada a la comunicacié entre els socis (el Butlleti de
IACM), siné també d'una revista cientifica rigorosa on
publicar-hi la recerca sobre la malacofauna catalana i fer-ne
difusi6 entre la comunitat malacoldgica internacional, per a la
qual proposa el nom d’Spira.

Durant els primers anys d’aquestes publicacions, en Manolo
hi participa activament amb diversos treballs, incloent articles

cientifics a Spira (Vilella Tejedo, 2001, 2002; Vilella Tejedo ez
al., 2003; Alba et al., 2004a) i treballs divulgatius o fins i tot
alguna poesia en el primer numero del Butlleti de I'ACM
(Vilella Tejedo, 1999a,b,c), alhora que col'laborava en articles
cientifics en d’altres revistes amb d’altres membres de TACM
(Quintana & Vilella, 2001, 2005). Destaca sobretot el treball
realitzat amb altres membres de l'associacié en la confeccié
d’una “llista actualitzada dels mol-luscos continentals de
Catalunya” (Vilella Tejedo ez al., 2003; Alba et al., 2004a), que
condui a la creacié del “Grup de Malacofauna Continental de
Catalunya” (del qual ell en formava part), que s’encarrega de
dur a terme el projecte “‘MOLLUSCAT” de TACM.

L’any 2006, els socis de 'ACM reconegueren al seu
president fundador la tasca realitzada amb una placa
commemorativa (Figura 7). Malauradament, aquests darrers
anys els problemes de salut li impediren de participar
activament en les sortides de camp dutes a terme pels membres
d’aquest grup (cosa que li produf no poca frustracid), aixi com
en la recerca que realitzaren. Malgrat aixd, continua
contribuint activament al projecte MOLLUSCAT amb les
seves interminables llistes de citacions, que en el futur sens
dubte contribuiran a un millor coneixement de la distribucié
geografica dels mol-luscos continentals a Catalunya. Els
problemes de salut també l'obligaren, recentment, a deixar el
carrec de president de TACM, tot i que els socis de I'associacié
decidiren unanimement nomenar-lo president honorific, en
reconeixement a les seves contribucions a 'ACM i la
malacologica catalana en general (carrec que ell accepta amb
moltes reticéncies, i després de fer constar que era condici6
sine qua non el fet de continuar essent soci numerari de
lassociacié). Més recentment, la importancia de les
contribucions malacologiques d’en Manolo es veié també
reconeguda per la dedicatoria d’'una nova subespécie a carrec
de Kokshoorn & Gittenberger (2010), Abida secale vilellai
Kokshoorn et Gittenberger, 2010.

La vessant humana d’en Manuel Vilella, marit, pare i avi
(Figura 8), sens dubte va molt més enlla de la malacologia.
Tanmateix, si ens restringim a aquesta faceta, és evident que la
seva aportacié transcendeix de llarg les seves publicacions o de
les citacions aportades al projecte MOLLUSCAT. L’ACM és

Figura 5. Manuel Vilella, el marg de 2007 durant el dinar de TACM.
Figure 5. Manuel Vilella, in March 2007 during the ACM dinner.
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Figura 6. Manuel Vilella Tejedo, el mar¢ de 2006 amb lactual
president de 'ACM, Antoni Tarruella, i les seves respectives esposes.

Figure 6. Manuel Vilella Tejedo, in March 2006 with the current
president of the ACM, Antoni Tarruella, and their respective wives.

Figura 7. Manuel Vilella, el mar¢ de 2006 amb la placa
commemorativa rebuda durant el dinar de TACM.

Figure 7. Manuel Vilella, in March 2006 with the commemorative plate
received during the dinner of the ACM.

actualment una associacié viva, amb entitat i projeccié
internacionals propies, i malgrat que aixo és fruit de Iesforg
conjunt de moltes persones, molt probablement no hauria
sigut possible sense la figura d’en Manolo... Geni i figura;
mestre i amic: gracies per tot, Manel, i descansa en pau.

Agraiments

Voldria donar les gracies a Josep Quintana pels seus comentaris i per

la fotografia de la Figura 8.
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The 29" April 2011 Manuel Vilella Tejedo (1926-2011)
(Figure 1) deceased, at the age of 85.

Born in Valencia but settled in Barcelona, Manuel Vilella
(Manolo or Manel for his friends) was much more than an
aficionado of shell collecting. Amateur and self-taught
malacologist, for many years he was in touch to numerous
biologists and naturalists, not only by going to the field with
malacologists such as Carles Altimira and other specialists
such as the entomologist Francesc Espafiol, but also by
corresponding and exchanging specimens with malacologists
from all over the world. Always rigorous and critical with
colleagues from his own generation, such as Miquel Bech, his
lack of academic background was supplemented by his interest
in specialized scientific literature, his abilities for performing
anatomical dissections and his passion for mollusks.



80 David M. Alba

R e R e D e e, & T
Figura 8. Manuel Vilella, el juliol de 2008, amb la seva familia durant
la celebracié de les noces d’or amb la Lita; d’esquerra a dreta: Ramona,
Marta, Victor, Lita, Manuel, Virginia, Samuel, Miguel, Xavier i
Bruno.
Figure 8. Manuel Vilella, in July 2008, with his family during the
celebration of his golden anniversary with Lita; from left to right: Ramona,
Marta, Victor, Lita, Manuel, Virginia, Samuel, Miguel, Xavier and
Bruno.

Also critical with the most commercial side of shell
collecting, and worried by the conservation of species and their
natural habitats, the legacy that Manolo leaves to us is not
limited to his publications (see above the References of
Manual Vilella Tejedo), but goes much eyond, as a figure that
activated and promototed malacology in our country.

His scientific contribution is undoubtedly much more
limited than it might have been, due to the obligations that
during so many years were imposed upon him by the need to
earn his living with a job that was unrelated to his
malacological passion. Thus, his first scientific publications,
essentialy of faunistic type, were produced during the decade
of the 1960s (Vilella, 1963, 1965, 1967, 1968; Riedel &
Vilella, 1968), but his activity to this regard was not retaken
until the 1990s, further continuing during the 2000s, with
publications mainly dealing with continental mollusks (Forés
& Vilella, 1993; Vilella Tejedo, 1995; Quintana & Vilella,
2001, 2005; Vilella Tejedo, 2001, 2002; Vilella Tejedo e af,
2003; Alba ef al., 2004a), but also nudibranchs (Vilella Tejedo,
1994). In total, he described four new taxa for science: Elysia
fexzi Vilella, 1968; Palio espagnoli Vilella Tejedo, 1994 (junior
synonym of Polycera dubia Sars, 1829, according to Cervera ez
al., 2004; Ballesteros Vazquez, 2007); Cadlina boscai Vilella
Tejedo, 1994 [junior synonym of Cadlina laevis (Linnaeus,
1767), according to Cervera ef al., 2004; Ballesteros Vizquez,
2007); Dendrodoris  kessneri Vilella Tejedo, 1994 (not
recognized by Cervera et al., 2004, or Ballesteros Vizquez,
2007, even though they didn’t provide a formal synonymy
with any other species); and Iberellus tanitianus Forés et
Vilella, 1993 [considered a subspecies, Allognathus (Iberellus)
balearicus tanitianus (Forés et Vilella, 1993), by Beckmann,
2007].

By the end of the 1990s, Manolo became a key figure for
agglutinating a series of amateur malacologists from
Catalonia, thereby leading to the creation of the Associaci6
Catalana de Malacologia, of which he was the founding
president. Besides creating the logo, attending the meetings
and assemblies, giving talks (Figure 2), going to the field
surveys (Figure 3) and presiding the dinners (Figures 4-6),
from the very beginning Manolo clearly foresaw that one of
the main aims of this association should be channeling the

malacological passion of these amateur collectors along the
ways of scientific study and conservationism. Manolo
therefore claimed that the ACM not only needed a
popularizing publication devoted to the communication
between members (the Butlleti de ’ACM), but also a rigorous
scientific journal—for which the proposed the name Spira—in
order to publish the research on the Catalan malacofauna and
diffuse it amongst the international malacological
communicity

During the earliest years of these publications, Manolo
actively participated in them with several works, including
scientific articles in Spira (Vilella Tejedo, 2001, 2002; Vilella
Tejedo et al., 2003; Alba et al., 2004a) and popularizing works
or even a poem in the first number of the Butlleti de TACM
(Vilella  Tejedo, 1999ab,c), further simultaneously
collaborating in scientific papers in other journals with other
ACM members (Quintana & Vilella, 2001, 2005). It is worth
mentioning the work written with other members of the
association leading to an “updated check-list of continental
mollusks from Catalonia” (Vilella Tejedo ez al, 2003; Alba ez
al., 2004a), which led to the creation of the “Group of
Continental Malacofauna from Catalonia” (to which he
belonged) that carries out the project “MOLLUSCAT” of the
ACM.

In 2006, the members of the ACM acknowledged their
founding president all the work done with a commemorative
plate (Figure 7). Unfortunately, during the last years, health
problems precluded him from actively taking part in the field
surveys performed by other members of this group (which
caused him a lot of frustration), as well as in the research
carried out by them. In spite of this fact, he kept on actively
contributing to the project MOLLUSCAT with his
neverending citation lists, which in the future will
undoubtedly contribute to a better knowledge of the
geographic distribution of continental mollusks in Catalonia.
Health problems further compelled him, recently, to quit from
his position as president of the ACM, even though the
members of the association unanimously decided to nominate
him as honorific president, in recognition of his contributions
to the ACM and Catalan malacology in general (a position
that he accepted with many reticences, and after asserting that
it was a sine qua non condition to continue being a full member
of the association). Most recently, the significance of Manolo’s
malacological contributions was further recognized by a new
subspecies dedicated to him by Kokshoorn & Gittenberger
(2010), Abida secale vilellai Kokshoorn et Gittenberger, 2010.

The human side of Manuel Vilella, husband, father and
grandfather (Figure 8), undoubtedly goes much beyong
malacology. However, if we restrict ourselves to this aspect, it
is obvious that his contribution transcends by far his
publications or the citations that he contributed to the project
MOLLUSCAT. The ACM is currently a lively association,
with a distinctiveness and international projection of its own;
and despite the fact that this is the result of the joint effort of
many people, most likely this would not have been possible
without Manolo’s figure... Genius and figure; master and
friend: thanks for all, Manel, and rest in peace.
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